March 8th.
The Chairman said that for some years past the work of the hospital had been steadily increasing, and last year was no exception to the rule. The average number of beds occupied was 147, and the average stay of each in-patient about 24 days, which meant a large number of patients passing through the wards during the year. Unfortunately the cost per bed was somewhat higher than last year. This was rendered inevitable by the fact that they had had to increase their nursing staff, which had got too low for the amount of work to be done. There had also been additional expenses connected with medical stores, bandages, and the surgical departments. But 
